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Tihar Jail Dalhi
15-10-1981

My dear Mr Sarwar,

This is to acknowlege your telegraphic message of
greetings on the occasion of Eid-u-Duha. Thank you very much
for the kind remembrance and expression of love and good
wishes. | cannot but appreciate your choice of remebering me on
this auspicious occasio,which symbolises the offer of supreme
sacrifice for ones faith and ideals. History aérlaiﬂly does not
offer a better example then the one of prophet Ibrahim to idealise
man's devotion and dedication to the cause, be cherishes as
well as his perseverance, when on trial, in the persuit of his
beliefs. Given our weaknesses, we may not rise to such levels,
yet we can surely follow in the footsteps of such great man at
least according to our capacities. This , | think is an obligation
which no Conscientious person, least of all from amongst our

people can afford to forgo, for;-

?—UiJwJﬁJ«J%—b’J{
SUIMY g oA
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Hope you are in the best of healt and spirits. Do

remember me in your prayers please. The delivery of " detailed
letter” is still awaited. My respects and goodwishes for you and

all other friends and wall wishers

Your sincerely
s el 5

Mohd Maqbool Butt

Ward No.18, Tihar Jail

New Delhi-64
P.s
I am in recipt of an Eid Grestings, Telegram from Mahaz-e-Azadi
Anentnag. Since it does not mention the name of its sander, | fall

to make out as to how it can be answerad.
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Hoare tﬁIEﬂhE

No.2/10/98-Bsqurity.II1
Goverment of Pakistar
Interior Divisisn

Islamabpd, the 21st dugust 1998.
From 1 Fapal Hyssain,
ﬂi#iin’. Offiaer

Ty L gh Chief ﬂnuhui;un fﬂbﬁf}cﬁupﬁjl
almabad Gapital Terpitory, a

Istppbed PRGNS s

The Chief Gegrotary il :

Government of Hﬂ,' ‘UFJ‘ h“-“’“if"f

Husaffabad

The Hoge Eearstary,

Goversment of Punjab/Bindb/HWFF/Baloohintan,
Labpre/Karashi/. Fosbevar/Quatta

Bubjecti~ Bubversive Hatsrial,
sir, Pe

3 en diveqted 48-say that it has beer reported
that a book tifled ""nhuh-rui-"(‘grwun f Tommorrew)
baaed upon letherg ef Hr. if-qhgql Butk, ocowpiled amd
@ollated by Er. Pubansad l-j.gni dspd Director Hatiopal
Toestitute of Kpsheir Studies,Mirpap iy available in the
aarket. The ook pontaing 39 letters written by Hagbaol
Butf betwyen 1??’50-195}- Toreword of the beok bas bofE writtan
by Prof § Aghraf Surpabi,Head of tha@epartaent of Kaatmiriat
in Punjub linir;rai!:g,' who is a n:-'un; adairer and supporiyr
of the persgosality asd philossphy of Hr.Magbool Butt. An
attempt has beep gadq to promets natiocoglist feelings
saongst Eaghmiris of AK. '
2. It is rpquested that the sald baok aay be forefeited
forthwitk mnd ity publication may be banned. Action taksn
lo the matter qay alse be intimated to this Hinistrs.

Your gbedient sorvant,

Geoglon Qfficer
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a letter from "waran" (homeland). Sarwar had enclosed in his letter
press-clippings abut Butt. Butt responds using a quote in English: “The
end of communication is the beginning of viclence where
communication stops, there remains only beating, buming and hanging”.
Butt notes that his captures having done with beating and burning are
now getting reading for hanging. In this letter also, like most athers Butt
expresses his resolve to face consequences and asks Sarwar o pray that
God will give him courage to be steadfast. This is the only letter with a
hint of complain in that Butt asks Sarwar that if his captures are so sure
ofhis crimes then why do they keep all the files under cover.

Butt was not despondent and took every opportunity to confront
his captures. So it in his letter to Malik Ghulam Sarwar dated August 15,
1981 that he accepts the suggestion to file a write petition with the
Supreme Court of India.

On May 13, 1978 in his last letier to his son Shﬂuha: Magbool he
writes to never doubt Gods mercy, not to bow down to a tyrant, to
remain stead fast: “Allah Tala Ki Rahmat See Kabi Bi Na Umaid Nahi
Hoona Chaiya .... Wooh Insan Hee Kay Goo Halar Kee Samni Guthni
Teek Dee. Pass Himai Aur Hoslee Ko Hamesha Apng Sahara Banuye
Rakhnee Aur Halat Ka Mukabala Mardana War Kareen.”

All letters in Shaur-e-Farda except one are written in Urdu. The
only letter written in English is addressed to Mis Ghulam Sarwar,
Acknowledging Sarwar's Eid Greetings telegram, Butt on October 15,
1981 wrote: "1 cannot but appreciate your choice of remembering me on
this auspiv. *15 oceasion, which symbolizesthe offer of improm (sic)
sacrifice for on.~ faith and ideals. History certainly does not offer a
better example than the one prophet Abraham to idealize mans devotion
and dedication to the cause hecherishes as wellas his perseverance, when
on trial, in the pursuit of his beliefs. Given our weaknesses, we may not
strive to such levels, yet we can surely follow in the footsteps of such
great men at least according to our capacities. This, I think is an
obligation which no concencious person, least of all from amongst our
people can afford to forgo for because (Butt continues in Urdu: Yeh Dawr
Apne Abrahim K| Talash Me Hal Sanam Kudu Hil Johan
La-lia-Ha-Illak) transiatlon: this perled I our search |lke nbraham for
ong and enly Qod "

The last letier in Shawr-e=Farda Is dated Soptember 8, 1983,
nbeut 120 days before his executien, This la the fifth and [rst l2tter 1o Dr.
Farooq Halder. It |8 written in sn upbeat manner, Buti dejeribes the
progress In his defense case. He had flled a writ petitien in the Indian
Supremo Court, Tha court had upheld trall ense. Burt informs that his
lawyers considor thelr case is strong, Buit ends his lerter by noting that
ho has left the reauits to Ged,
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to Mohammad Yusuf Zargar, dated Januery 30, 1973, This is one of the
long letters and reads like a chapter of well-written storybook. Butt
reminisce his days in Baramulla, he describes the beauty of the town and
the simple pleasures that he missed and longed for in the jail; Kashmiri
salt tea, kulcha and sag. He reminds Zargar of tortures suffered and
forced exile of Kashmiri freedom fighters at the hands of Indian
authorities. Selfless devotion to the cause of freedom and devation of his
friends kept Butt's hope alive, he tells Zargar.,

A particularly poignant letter in Shaur-e-Farda is from Camp Jail
in Lahore dated Arpil 2, 1973. This letter is reply to a teen girl, Azira
Mir, Azirg's father G M. Mir was jailed with Butt by Pakistan authprities.
But consoles Azira for the hardships she and he family face with absence
of their father. Butt writes about his own childhood, and the sufferings in
his village at the hands of landlords during the Dogra Raj in Kashmir.
Butt describes for Azira the hardships kashmiris had to face during the
oppressive Dogra rule and how the village children, including Buti
helped the villages to face the oppression. He describes hardships that
forced Kashmiris to leave families and labor as beasts of burden in
Indian Plains to feed their families; how the Kashmiri traders had to do
'pherriand suffered indignities as 'hatoo’. He describes the freedom
struggle from 1930 to 1947. The era of sacrifices did not end in 1947,
Butt continues to tell Azira that Children of Kashmir like every slave
nation have to bear the oppression of zalim gakas (tyrant masters) and
also to fight shoulder to shoulders.with their elders, ‘

Azira in her letter must have expressed her hurtat being branded as
a family member of an Indian Agent. Butt explains to her that the people
of Pakistan did not label him and his colleagues as Indian spies but that
the ruling class of Pakistan had. The ruling class for 25 years denied
freedom and democracy in Paksitan, Butt explains. The ruling class to
maintian their power had even cut up Paksitan, Butt reminds Azira that
the people of Pakistan have and will continue to support Kashmiri
emencipation struggle.

In the concluding peragraph, Butt reminds Azirn that education Is
the trus woalth of o human, a troasure that can never bu Btalen nor
wasted. And, without education, man Is an animal. Therefure. he advises
Azl to bo more attentive to her studles. This 3,000-word letier 15 the
tongest In Shaur-g-Farda, It Is a good history lesson for the young
generation, -

During his captlvity of eight years at Tlhar Jall, mestely in solltary
confinement, Magbool Butt, It ssoms, recelved only one lettar from
Srinagar. The letter |8 from Mian Ghulam Sarwar. In his reply 1o sarwar
on August Tth, 1981 Butt In a pootic prose expresses his joy a recelving
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into action and keep the ultimate goal in focus. Butt maintianed this
positive attitude, 1 believe, because of his deep abiding religious faith.

The strength of his faith is evident, as example, in his letizr to
Raja Muzzaffar from the death row of central jail New Dethi, on June 5,
1981. Butt ends this letter, like most others, by saying lhat he is living
his days of captivity in "Sabar" and "Shookur" (patience and thanks - to
God). Earlier in the letter Butt notes that when a man's faith and sense of
purpose remain steadfast, setbacks even in thousands are a joy, because
even in defeat one does not lcose. Raja Muzzaffar was in Saudi Arabia,
from where he communicated with Butt. Referring to Mecca, Butt notes
the revolutionary inspiration of Mecca. It was from hore,. writes Butt,
hundreds of years hence that the message to end ignorance, (ju/ alat)
darkness (tariki) and force and bondage (jabar gur gulami) radiated. In a
letter to Arshad Mahmood Ansari, on December 12,1980, Buit writes
that people with faith should not be disappointed if destination is not in
sight,because for people of faith life's mission is the struggle in.itself. In
another letter in reply 1o Mohammad Arif from Central Jail in New Delhi
on January 16, 1981, Butt cities the examples of faith and
"dzam-ki-bulandi® (strength of purpose) from human history He
mentions Ishmael's obedience 1o his father, Jesus accepting the crucifix
and Mohammad despite being bloodied at Tief not giving up on his
mission.

In his last letter to Akram Ullah Jaswal, on 17 lune 1980,
replaying about the Srinagar Government recommendation to the
President of India to not pardon Butt's death sentence, Butt writes there
is no room for "paraishanen” (concer) and "gabrahar” (worry)and that
his only wish is that God should give him opportunity (fou/ik) Lo remain
stead fast in his faith and purpose. Butt writes that if God accepts his
martyrodom he would accept the hangman's noose happily, Butt ended
most of his letters with an asking for prayers so that he can remain stead
fiast in his mission. He remained steadfast and for it was hung to desth in
Delhi’s Tihar Jail.

Thirty-three out of thirty-nine letters in Shaur-e-Farda are written
from Tihar Jail, starting from January 9, 1974 and ending on September
8.1983. The letters are written to nineteen individuals, Six to Dr. Faroog
Haider, four each to Akram Ullah Jaswal, Mohammad Araf and Ghulam
Sarwar Malik, three to Arshad Mahmood Ansari, two each to
Mohammad Asgar Malik, Abdul Aziz Butt, Ghulam Serwar Mian and
Raja Muzzaffar and one each to ten others.

Magbool Butt's attachment to his homeland and understanding of
the aspiration of Kashmiri people comes through particularly from two
letters. First, one is the fifth letter in the book, from Camp Jail Lshore
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"Shaur-e-Farda title of the book by Asad, in Urdu languags
means Awareness of Tomarrow. The book has thirty-nine letters writien
by Butt to triends and relatives over a 5pan of two decades. The firsl,
dated May 22, 1960, from Peshawar is to G.M. Mufti, a childhood friend
of Magbool Butt, Maqbool was 21 years old then preparing to take his
Maters Degree examination from Peshawar University. He also worked
as o copywriter for a Peshawar Newspaper. In this letter Butt describes
his work and studies and invites his friend for a visit. Butt had two years
earlier crossed the cease-fire-line in Kashmir to the Pakistan side, to
escape arrest by the Indian authorities, soon after he completed his first
college degree st Baraumlla, a district town in Kashmir. In college, Butt
was a student activist. The last letter in Shaur-e-Farda, written two
decades later, is 1o Dr. Farooq Haider, on September 8, 1983, from the
death row in Tihar Jail, Indiz.

From reading Shaur-e-Farda, Mabqool Butt comes across as a
man with a clear and focussed vision. His three characler traits stand out.
First, is his positive frame of mind. Second, his understanding and
dedication to Kasmiris' emancipation struggle. And, third his firm
religious faith. There is no contradiction between what Magbool Butt
said he would do and what he did. This quality of character, with no gap
between the spoken words and deeds done is uncommon. No wondar
then lesser men who rule Pakistan want to muzzle his words just as their
counterparts across the border in India snuffed his life.

The positive mindset,of Butl is evident in most letters. Cne
example in his letter on March 6, 1980 to Mohammad Arif Malik, from
Central Jail New Delhi. Malik apparently expressing regret at his
inability to get Butt our from captivity recited an Urdu "shar" [verse).
Meghool in his reply asks Malik to not be despondent. But in a manner
so characteristic of all his writings, "Hami Khabar Hei Ki Ham Hain
Charag Akir Shab; Hamari Badd Andera Nahi Oogala Hui”.
Translation: Aware 1 am of being like a candle lit at last stages of the
night; following me there is not darkness but light

Despite the long and lonely jail time, Butt maintained his positive
outlook. In a letter on April 30, 1981 to Dr. Farcoq Haider Butt alludes
to the difficult jail life as a top security prisoner. Butt notes that he
maintains his sense of humor and does not want to burden his friends
with the description of his difficulties. In another letier to lkram Ullah
Jaswal on May 2, 1980 in his apology for delay in writing Butt hints at
the condition of his captivity. To obtain writing privilege he had to file a
write petition in the Indian High Court. Repeatedly Butt, confined in jail
ccll for years on end, through his letiers encourages his colleagues on the
outside to not be despondent, to channel desperation due to set backs
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MAQBOOL: BUTT AND SHAUR-E-FARDA

{Rafique A. Khan - Los Angeles. US.A))

Every year since 1984, 11th day of February in Kashmir is a day of
protest strikes. Each year more mythology is added and the legend of
Magbool Butt expands, Magbool Butt may some day join the ranks
among the "rishis" (sages) of Kashmir who are believed: to have such
powers that they could travel by air mounted on a stone boulder when
their mounts tired. Magbool Butt, founder of Jammu and Kashmir
Liberation Front (JKLF), was jailed for half his adult life by authorities
in India, in Pakistan and, in Kashmir on both sides of areas occupied b
the two countries. n 1984, on February 11, the Indian government hung
and buried him in Tihar Jail, Delhi, two weeks shy of his 46th birthday.
The Indians convicted and killed Butt as an enemy agent. Authorities in
Pakistan accused him of being an Indian agent. Alastair Lamb the noted
resedrch writer on Kashmir describes Magboo| Butt as "a charismatic but
some what mysterious figure". Faroog Abdullah in 1974 fraternized with
Buit in Azad Kashmir and decade later endorsed his death cenience, as
chief minister of Indian pccupied Kashmir. He dubbed Butt "a
romantic-like Che Guevara”. Was Butt a double agent or father of the
bormn-again Kashmiri nation as some Kashmiris' recognized him. Now we
can tell,

Letters written by Butt over a period of twenty vears are assembled
in & book by Muhammad Sased Asad of Mirpur, Azad Kashmir. The
book is banned by Pakistan government. Because, according to the
Pakistan authorities in the book "an attempt has been made to promote
nationalist feelings among Kashmiris of Azad Kashmir”, Azmat Khan of
Jammu Kashmir Liberation Front in London has information on
Magbool Butt on the Internet (http:/‘www jkif.com). Raja Muzzaffar, a
collegue of Magbool Butt, who now is in New York, provided additional
information and a copy of Shaur-e-Farda. Piecing the information we
have a mirror to see Magbool Butt.

Magboo| Butt appears like a patriotic Kashmiri who strived to
bring dignity and freedom o his homeland. His countrymen for the mast
part ignorad his efforts. In Kashmir, the urban elite dominates polity. The
elite has medieval mentality; corruption and nepotism are its main stay.
Magbool Butt was bomn in a small village. He began his politics as a
teen; his political life span was less than three decades. he did not
compromise his values and did not scum to corruption. So his twenty
years of efforts to change by revolution the entrenched two hundred plus
years ofmedieval polity in Kashmir was like a rain shower on a swamp
Covered with elegy.
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